
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation Selects FTSE WPU to Hedge 
Currency Exposure for a Japanese Institutional Investor 

  

Media Information 

 

- First institution in Japan to use FTSE WPU in this way 

- FTSE WPU selected to hedge currency exposure for Japanese institutional 

investor 

- Developed and emerging currency risk, inflation risk all hedged 

 

Tokyo, 3 June 2013 – FTSE Group (“FTSE”), the global index provider, today announces that 

Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation has commenced provision of a customized solution 

for institutional investors which hedges foreign currency exposure using the FTSE World Parity Unit 

(WPU).  The application of FTSE WPU, which acts as a stable currency unit providing a means of 

mitigating currency and inflation risk, is the first of its kind in Japan. 

 

FTSE WPU is a single currency unit constructed from a basket of developed currencies, emerging 

currencies and storable commodities. Each component within this multi-asset unit is designed to 

address particular sources of risk: foreign currency risk hedged by diversifying exposure across 

developed currencies, hedging buying power risk against BRIC currencies, and hedging inflation 

risk through exposure to commodities.  Investors have expressed interest in using FTSE WPU to 

manage the risk arising from exchange rate fluctuations, and the erosion of purchasing power by 

inflation. 

 

Yuji Ogino, Director, Japan, FTSE Group said, “FTSE is committed to expanding its range of 

solutions supporting the needs of sophisticated international investors.  We are delighted that 

Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation have selected FTSE WPU to provide a unique 

solution for Japanese investors seeking global investment opportunities.” 

 

Hiroyuki Kurokawa, Senior Manager, Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation commented, 

“FTSE WPU does not only mitigate risk of exchange rate fluctuations, it can also act as an inflation 

hedge maintaining purchasing power in the mid to long term, which is an important issue for 

investors.  We are anxious to convey this solution to our customers.” 

 



 

FTSE WPU was developed in consultation with Mountain Pacific Group and is managed according 

to transparent and freely available ground rules. 
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Notes to Editors 

 
ABOUT FTSE Group 
 
FTSE Group (FTSE) is a world-leader in the provision of global index and analytical solutions. FTSE calculates indices 
across a wide range of asset classes, on both a standard and custom basis. FTSE indices are used extensively by 
investors worldwide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and the 

creation of a wide range of index derivatives, funds, Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), and other structured products. 
 
FTSE has built an enviable reputation for the reliability and accuracy of our indices and related data services. FTSE has a 
long tradition of listening and responding to the market so that it is at the forefront of developing new approaches to 
index design, many of which are now accepted as the market standard. FTSE prides itself in continuing to invest 
significant resource in researching and developing new index solutions. 
 
The foundation for FTSE’s global, regional, country and sector indices is the FTSE global equity universe, which covers 
over 7,400 securities in 47 different countries and captures 98% of the world’s investable market capitalization. FTSE’s 
flagship global benchmark, the FTSE All-World, is used by investors worldwide to structure and benchmark their 
international equity portfolios.  
 
Exchanges around the world have chosen FTSE to calculate their domestic indices. These include ATHEX, Borsa Italiana, 

Bursa Malaysia, Casablanca Stock Exchange, Cyprus Stock Exchange, Johannesburg Stock Exchange, London Stock 

Exchange, Nairobi Securities Exchange, NASDAQ Dubai, Singapore Stock Exchange, the Thailand Stock Exchange and 

Taiwan Stock Exchange.  

 
FTSE is an independent company owned by London Stock Exchange Group.  
 

For more information visit www.ftse.com  
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