
 
 
 

FTSE to announce annual country classification review  
 
 
London, 23 July 2007: Leading index provider, FTSE Group (“FTSE”), will announce the 

results of its annual country classification review before European markets open on 

Thursday 20th September. The review will examine progress made by a series of 

international markets and will decide whether to make any changes to the status of 

countries on FTSE’s Watch List. Countries currently on FTSE’s Watch List for possible 

promotion or demotion include China (A shares), Greece, Hungary, Israel, Pakistan, Poland, 

South Korea and Taiwan.  

 

FTSE’s Policy Group, which oversees the market classification review, will make the final 

decision on any promotions or demotions between categories. The Policy Group will base its 

decisions on information provided to FTSE from its ongoing liaison with stock exchanges 

since the last review in September 2006 and recommendations from FTSE’s country 

classification committee which analyses these matters in detail. The Policy Group will look 

for compliance from each market on a series of criteria which covers management of 

Regulatory Environment, Custody and Settlement arrangements, and the efficiency of the 

Dealing Landscape and Derivatives market. 

 

International investors assign equity markets to Developed or Emerging status for the 

purpose of risk management and asset allocation, so the need for these designations to 

remain up-to-date is imperative. FTSE is the only index provider with a transparent, regular 

and consistent review of market designation, and as such is widely regarded by investors, 

traders and exchanges as the leading indicator of market status. 

 

Full details of the country classification process, and the current status of all 48 international 

markets currently included in the flagship FTSE Global Equity Index Series (GEIS) can be 

found at www.ftse.com/country.  

 

- ends - 

For more information: 

Hong Kong: Meredith Blakemore +852 2230 5801 
London: Sandra Steel/Sabrina Bhangoo +44 207 866 1821 

http://www.ftse.com/country


 

New York: Jill Shea +1 212 648 6166  
  
Email: media@ftse.com 
 

If you are not a member of the press, please contact your local Client Services team 

 

Notes to Editors 

About FTSE Group 
FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. With offices in Beijing, London, 
Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco, Boston, Shanghai and Tokyo, FTSE Group 
services clients in 77 countries worldwide.  It calculates and manages the FTSE Global Equity Index Series, which 
includes world-recognized indexes ranging from the FTSE All-World Index, the FTSE4Good series and the 
FTSEurofirst Index series, as well as domestic indexes such as the prestigious FTSE 100. The company has 
collaborative arrangements with the Athens, AMEX, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg London, Madrid, NASDAQ 
and Taiwan exchanges, as well as Nomura Securities, Hang Seng and Xinhua Finance of China. FTSE also has a 
collaborative agreement with Dow Jones Indexes to develop a single sector classification system for global 
investors. 

 
FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, 
asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. Independent 
committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced practitioners review 
all changes to the indexes to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias.  Real-time FTSE indexes 
are calculated on systems managed by Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are supplied by Reuters.   
 

http://www.ftse.com/Contact_Us/index.jsp

