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Media Information 
 
     

JSE AND FTSE FORM ALLIANCE TO PROVIDE AFRICA 
INDICES 

 
 
Johannesburg, 03 May 2001: - The JSE Securities Exchange (“the JSE”) 

has today announced an agreement with global index provider FTSE to 

provide internationally recognised index products for the domestic and African 

markets. The agreement means that a significantly enhanced and expanded 

index series, to be named the FTSE/JSE Africa Series, will be developed for 

South African and African investors. 

 
Beginning immediately, FTSE and the JSE will undertake a review of the 

existing JSE equity and derivative indices, with an objective of bringing them 

in line with international investment standards.  This will include the 

introduction of many additional benefits for market users, including the 

implementation of free float, total return indices, the FTSE Global 

Classification System, as well as an expanded range of benchmark and 

tradable index products.  The updated indices will become part of the new 

index family, the FTSE/JSE Africa Series.  FTSE will calculate the FTSE/JSE 

Africa series on behalf of the JSE.  The review process is expected to be 

completed by the end of 2001. 

 

An Advisory Committee will be appointed to oversee the introduction and 

management of the FTSE/JSE Africa Series. This Advisory Committee will be 

chaired by Anton Botha, the Chairman of Gensec Bank Limited.  
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Russell Loubser, CEO of JSE said,  “The agreement with FTSE signals the 

JSE’s ongoing commitment to provide world class services and products to its 

users. FTSE’s involvement means that the indices will meet international 

investment standards. The agreement is another exciting step towards the 

implementation of the JSE’s vision of providing a Gateway integrating 

Southern Africa into global financial markets by making it easier for 

investment funds to track Southern African securities.”  

 

Mark Makepeace, FTSE Chief Executive commented, “Working with the JSE, 

FTSE will update and enhance the existing South African indices to provide a 

wide range of world-class domestic and international indices for South African 

and international investors.”  

 

Further indices in the series are expected to be announced before the end of 

2001.  

 
- ends - 
 
 
More information:  
 

FTSE contact: 

Sandra Steel   +44 (0) 20 7448 1821  

Sandra.steel@ftse.com  

 

JSE contact:  

Russell Loubser  + 27 11 520 7001 

russell@jse.co.za 

John Burke + 27 11 520 7060 

johnb@jse.co.za 

Ana Forssman + 27 11 520 2020 

anaf@jse.co.za 
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Notes to Editors 
 

About FTSE 
 
FTSE is a world-leader in the creation and management of equity indices. It is 
jointly owned by the London Stock Exchange and the Financial Times, but 
operates as a wholly autonomous company. With offices in London, New 
York, Paris, Frankfurt and Hong Kong, FTSE services clients in 77 countries 
worldwide.  It manages and develops globally recognised indices ranging from 
the FTSE All-World Index to the real time FTSE Eurotop series and the FTSE 
100. The company has collaborative arrangements with the London, 
Amsterdam, Brussels, Norex, Cyprus, Euronext, Athens, Luxembourg and 
Madrid stock exchanges, as well as with Nikkei of Japan (Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun, Inc). 

 
FTSE indices are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment 
analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation and for creating a wide 
range of index tracking funds. Committees of senior fund managers, 
derivatives experts, actuaries and experienced practitioners independently 
review all changes to the indices ensuring that they are accurate, timely and 
without bias.  Real time FTSE indices are calculated on systems managed by 
Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are supplied by Reuters.   
 
About JSE  
 
The JSE is the only licensed stock exchange in South Africa and has a market 
capitalisation of R1 534.3 billion. It lists and trades equities and equity 
warrants and has recently announced a bid to acquire the South African 
Futures Exchange. The JSE is a long standing member of the International 
Federation of Stock Exchanges (FIBV) and it ranks 15th of all FIBV members 
by market capitalisation.  
 

 


