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 Launch of FTSE/JSE Responsible Investment Benchmark and Top 30 
Index  

 New indexes are based on FTSE Russell’s next generation ESG model 

 ESG partnership builds on the successful, long standing JSE 
relationship 

 Replaces JSE’s SRI index 
 
FTSE Russell, the global index provider, today announces the launch of the FTSE/JSE Responsible Investment 
Series, developed as a result of the expanded partnership between FTSE Russell and Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange (JSE), announced earlier this year. These indexes are available from today. 
  
FTSE Russell and JSE have seen a significant increase in the number of institutional investors wanting to 
integrate ESG considerations into their investments. As a result, the businesses are collaborating to develop a 
suite of tools for the market to aide ESG integration. The new index series will initially comprise the FTSE/JSE 
Responsible Investment Benchmark and a Top 30 Index, containing the top thirty companies as ranked by the 
FTSE ESG Ratings. The launch builds on the existing FTSE/JSE Africa Index Series.  
  
The FTSE ESG Ratings, which act as a basis for the new index series methodology, provide objective ESG 
exposure and performance data that is based on clear and easy to apply methodologies. They encompass an 
overall Rating that breaks down into underlying Pillar and Thematic Scores that themselves are built on more 
detailed indicator assessments. This allows investors to understand a company’s ESG practices in multiple 
dimensions. 
 
David Harris, Head of ESG, FTSE Russell, said: 
“Investors in companies listed on JSE now have a suite of new indexes and supporting data, based on FTSE 
Russell’s new global ESG methodology, to integrate ESG into their investment and stewardship decisions. 
South African listed companies are ranked highly for ESG performance in Emerging Markets due to their high 
quality of ESG practices and reporting. JSE has championed and encouraged sustainability disclosure for many 
years, making it the ideal partner for FTSE Russell to develop innovative ESG products for this market.  
  
Head of Sustainability at the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, Corli Le Roux said:  
“Today’s launch indicates a firm commitment by both the JSE and FTSE Russell to advance responsible 
investment and builds on the JSE’s decade-long experience in helping companies integrate the principles of the 
triple bottom line and good corporate governance into their business practices.  Collaborating with FTSE Russell 
on expanding our efforts in sustainability offers a number of synergies and benefits for both organisations and 
our clients, and was thus a logical opportunity for us to pursue”  
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The collaboration between FTSE Russell and JSE reflects both businesses’ long term commitment and track 
record of innovation in the ESG and sustainability areas. FTSE Russell has long been at the forefront of 
development since launching the FTSE4Good Series in 2001, and has continued to both enhance and grow its 
ESG product and services. JSE is also recognised as a leading pioneer in promoting sustainable and 
transparent business practices across its markets.   

 
Following the recent efforts by the UN’s Sustainable Stock Exchange (SSE) initiative to encourage improved 
ESG data reporting, partnerships such as FTSE Russell and JSE’s are becoming increasingly important. This 
co-operation provides tools for the investment community whilst at the same time catalysing best practice ESG 
reporting among corporate issuers.  
 
To launch the new index series, David Harris today attended a Market Open Ceremony at Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange.  Further details around the index series will be discussed at tomorrow’s 5

th
 Annual Africa ESG Forum 

in Cape Town. 
 

– Ends – 
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Notes to editors: 
 
About FTSE Russell: 

FTSE Russell is a global index leader that provides innovative benchmarking, analytics and data solutions for investors 
worldwide.  FTSE Russell calculates thousands of indexes that measure and benchmark markets and asset classes in more 
than 80 countries, covering 98% of the investable market globally.  
 
FTSE Russell index expertise and products are used extensively by institutional and retail investors globally. Leading asset 
owners, asset managers, ETF providers and investment banks use FTSE Russell indexes to benchmark their investment 
performance and create ETFs, structured products and index-based derivatives.  
 
A core set of universal principles guides FTSE Russell index design and management: a transparent rules-based 
methodology is informed by independent committees of leading market participants. FTSE Russell is focused on applying 
the highest industry standards in index design and governance. FTSE Russell is also focused on index innovation and 
customer partnerships as it seeks to enhance the breadth, depth and reach of its offering. 
 
FTSE Russell is wholly owned by London Stock Exchange Group. 
 
For more information, visit www.ftserussell.com  
 
© 2015 London Stock Exchange Group companies. 
 
London Stock Exchange Group companies includes FTSE International Limited (“FTSE”), Frank Russell Company (“Russell”), MTS Next Limited (“MTS”), and FTSE TMX 
Global Debt Capital Markets Inc (“FTSE TMX”). All rights reserved. 
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“FTSE®”, “Russell®”, “MTS®”, “FTSE TMX®” and “FTSE Russell” and other service marks and trademarks related to the FTSE or Russell indexes are trade marks of the 
London Stock Exchange Group companies and are used by FTSE, MTS, FTSE TMX and Russell under licence.  
All information is provided for information purposes only. Every effort is made to ensure that all information given in this publication is accurate, but no responsibility or 
liability can be accepted by the London Stock Exchange Group companies nor its licensors for any errors or for any loss from use of this publication. 
Neither the London Stock Exchange Group companies nor any of their licensors make any claim, prediction, warranty or representation whatsoever, expressly or impliedly, 
either as to the results to be obtained from the use of the FTSE All-World ex Coal Index Series or the fitness or suitability of the Indexes for any particular purpose to which 
they might be put.  
The London Stock Exchange Group companies do not provide investment advice and nothing in this communication should be taken as constituting financial or investment 
advice. The London Stock Exchange Group companies make no representation regarding the advisability of investing in any asset. A decision to invest in any such asset 
should not be made in reliance on any information herein. Indexes cannot be invested in directly. Inclusion of an asset in an index is not a recommendation to buy, sell or 
hold that asset. The general information contained in this publication should not be acted upon without obtaining specific legal, tax, and investment advice from a licensed 
professional. 
 
No part of this information may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise, without prior written permission of the London Stock Exchange Group companies. Distribution of the London Stock Exchange Group companies’ index values 
and the use of their indexes to create financial products require a licence with FTSE, FTSE TMX, MTS and/or Russell and/or its licensors. 
The Industry Classification Benchmark (“ICB”) is owned by FTSE. FTSE does not accept any liability to any person for any loss or damage arising out of any error or 
omission in the ICB 
 


