
 
 
 
 
 
 

FTSE Licenses Nikko Asset Management to Create First Risk Efficient Index 
Fund for Japanese Investors 

  

Media Information 

 

 Improved risk/reward potential for Japanese institutional investors  

 Based on FTSE Developed ex Japan Index and FTSE EDHEC weightings  

 

Tokyo, 7 May 2013 – FTSE Group (“FTSE”), the global index provider, today announces the 

licensing of the FTSE EDHEC Risk Efficient Developed ex Japan Index to Nikko Asset Management 

Co., Ltd. to create the first risk-efficient index fund for Japanese investors. 

 

The FTSE-EDHEC Risk Efficient International Developed Countries Index Fund aims to offer 

Japanese institutional investors a transparent means of capturing equity market returns with the 

potential for improved risk/reward efficiency.  The universe derives from the FTSE Developed ex 

Japan (FTSE Kaigai) index. 

 

Yuji Ogino, Director, Japan, FTSE Group said, “FTSE is a leader in the provision of alternatively 

weighted indices and has an established record working with Japanese institutions who were early 

adopters of these strategies.  We are delighted to be working with Nikko Asset Management to 

provide an expanded range of options in order to support the needs of investors in this market.” 

 

Charles Beazley, Chairman, President and CEO, Nikko Asset Management Co., Ltd. commented, 

“As the first firm in Japan to deliver a risk efficient index fund, Nikko Asset Management continues 

to prove its commitment to developing product solutions that best meet the needs of our 

sophisticated investors in the Japanese market. We believe that FTSE Group’s product experience 

is the perfect complement for Nikko AM’s expertise in Asian and emerging market assets.” 

 

The FTSE EDHEC Risk Efficient Index Series was developed in association with EDHEC Risk 

Institute and systematically weights portfolio constituents to maximize the Sharpe ratio and 

achieve the highest possible reward-to-risk efficiency. The index series incorporates FTSE’s award 

winning methodology and is managed in accordance with transparent index rules as well as FTSE’s 

strong, independent Governance processes. 

 



 

- ENDS- 

FTSE Press contacts  
 

Hong Kong  Emily Mok   Tel: +852 2164 3333  

London  Maxi Freeman   Tel: +44 20 7866 1821  

New York  Rishi Sharma  Tel: +1 212 314 1270 

Sydney   Amy Fong   Tel:  +61 2 92 93 2867  

Tokyo   Stewart Ueno   Tel: +81 3 3581 3444 

 

Email media@ftse.com 

 

If you are not a member of the press, please contact your local Client Services team. 

 
Notes to Editors 

 
ABOUT FTSE Group 
 
FTSE Group (FTSE) is a world-leader in the provision of global index and analytical solutions. FTSE calculates indices 
across a wide range of asset classes, on both a standard and custom basis. FTSE indices are used extensively by 
investors worldwide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and the 
creation of a wide range of index derivatives, funds, Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), and other structured products. 
 
FTSE has built an enviable reputation for the reliability and accuracy of our indices and related data services. FTSE has a 
long tradition of listening and responding to the market so that it is at the forefront of developing new approaches to 
index design, many of which are now accepted as the market standard. FTSE prides itself in continuing to invest 
significant resource in researching and developing new index solutions. 
 
The foundation for FTSE’s global, regional, country and sector indices is the FTSE global equity universe, which covers 
over 7,400 securities in 47 different countries and captures 98% of the world’s investable market capitalization. FTSE’s 
flagship global benchmark, the FTSE All-World, is used by investors worldwide to structure and benchmark their 
international equity portfolios.  
 
Exchanges around the world have chosen FTSE to calculate their domestic indices. These include ATHEX, Borsa Italiana, 

Bursa Malaysia, Casablanca Stock Exchange, Cyprus Stock Exchange, Johannesburg Stock Exchange, London Stock 

Exchange, Nairobi Securities Exchange, NASDAQ Dubai, Singapore Stock Exchange, the Thailand Stock Exchange and 

Taiwan Stock Exchange.  

 
FTSE is an independent company owned by London Stock Exchange Group.  
 

For more information visit www.ftse.com  

 

 

About Nikko Asset Management  

Established in 1959, the Nikko Asset Management group (Nikko AM)  has grown to become the largest regional asset 
management company headquartered in Asia, with total AUM of US$154 billion* and one of the largest distributor 
networks across the Asia-Pacific region, comprising over 300 banks, brokers, IFAs and life insurance companies. 

Nikko AM manages a wide range of Asian equity and Asian fixed income strategies for retail and institutional investors 
around the world. The company has been recognised by industry peers for outstanding performance, product innovation 
and market leadership across the Asia-Pacific region, winning a number of prestigious awards, including “Asia-Based 

Asset Manager of the Year” in 2012 and “Best Japan Onshore Fund Manager” in 2012 and 2011, both from AsianInvestor. 

Nikko AM also offers specialist third-party expertise – currently from over 40 fund managers – through the World Series 
Fund Platform®, operating a “best-in-class” approach across a broad range of asset classes.  

Nikko AM’s senior management team has significant experience across Asian as well as global markets. The team 
combines local knowledge with internationally recognised standards of investment practice, transparency and corporate 
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governance to achieve growth across the business. The company adopts a “multi local” approach – giving local 
management teams a high degree of autonomy to address local market conditions and client servicing needs.  

Nikko AM’s head office is in Tokyo and the firm has an extensive footprint across the Asia-Pacific region that includes 
offices in Singapore, Hong Kong, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Auckland. Offices in New York and London with full 
service teams provide support to investors in the US, Europe and the Middle East.  

Nikko AM’s strong Asian presence is cemented with stakes in several joint venture companies. Rongtong Fund 
Management is one of the largest Sino-foreign joint venture fund management firms in China, while Hwang Investment 
Management Berhad and Asian Islamic Investment Management Sdn. Bhd. are leading investment management firms in 
Malaysia. Recent additions Ambit Investment Advisory Private Limited in Mumbai and Ambit Mauritius Investment 
Management Private Limited provide Indian equity expertise to Nikko AM’s global clients. 

 

Nikko AM is an independently managed asset management company, majority owned by Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Holdings 
and with DBS Bank as the second largest shareholder.  

For more information, please visit www.nikkoam.com/english  

 
* Consolidated assets under management and advice of Nikko AM and its subsidiaries as at 31 December 2012. “Largest” based on 
AUM sourced from Asia, including Australia and New Zealand, using third party published AUM figures as of June 30, 2012. “Regional” 
excludes firms with more than 75% of AUM sourced from a single country. 

 


