
 
                                 

 
Media Information      
 

FTSE Global Equity Index Series  
 - Enhanced benchmarks for investors -  

 
London, 22 September 2003: - FTSE Group, the global index provider, today unveils 

the FTSE Global Equity Index Series, an enhanced family of global benchmarks. The new 

benchmarks offer index users unparalleled market coverage and flexibility, and marks a 

key milestone in FTSE’s ongoing strategy to become the number one index provider 

worldwide. Covering 98% of the world’s market capitalisation, and offering total 

flexibility for any investment mandate, the FTSE Global Equity Index Series is the most 

comprehensive and advanced benchmark available to investors today.   

 

The new index series is composed of the existing FTSE All-World Index (covering large 

and mid cap stocks and totaling 90% global market capitalisation), as well as the new 

FTSE Global Small Cap index, which begins calculation today. The Global Small Cap 

index covers the same 48 countries as the FTSE All-World index and captures the 

bottom 10% of capitalisation. Overall, these combined indices cover more than 7000 

companies. FTSE’s design allows index users the flexibility to overlay any investment 

mandate, eg regional, size, style, multinational/local, SRI, or customisation.  

 

All companies in the FTSE Global Equity Index Series are subject to a four-stage 

screening covering Universe, Size, Liquidity and Free float.  Additionally reviews will 

move from a country basis to a regional basis with every region being reviewed 

annually.  

 

Mark Makepeace, FTSE Group Chief Executive, “ The enhanced benchmark is a highly 

sophisticated investment tool, but is designed to be very easy to use. FTSE’s market 

driven approach ensures that any changes we introduce to our indices have been 

discussed and tested extensively with market users during the design stage. So we can 



have complete confidence in saying that this is the best benchmark available to 

investors today. This enhanced benchmark will take FTSE further in its quest to become 

the No 1 index provider to investment professionals worldwide.” 

 

Full details of FTSE Global Equity Index Series, including the FTSE Global Small Cap 

index can be found at www.ftse.com/geis  

 

For more information contact media@FTSE.com or call Sandra Steel / Malini Shah on 

0207 448 1821. 

 
Notes to Editors 

About FTSE Group  
FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indices. With offices in London, Frankfurt, 
Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco and Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 77 countries 
worldwide.  It manages and develops globally recognised indices ranging from the FTSE All-World Index to 
the FTSE 100, the FTSE4Good indices and the recently launched FTSE Global Style Index Series. The 
company has collaborative arrangements with the Athens, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg, London, 
Luxembourg, and Madrid exchanges, as well as with Nikkei of Japan (Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc) and 
Xinhua Financial Network of China. 

 
FTSE indices are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance 
measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. 
Independent committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced 
practitioners review all changes to the indices to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias.  
Real-time FTSE indices are calculated on systems managed by Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are 
supplied by Reuters.   

 

About FTSE Global Index Series 
The FTSE Global Index Series is the most sophisticated and accurate single benchmark available for 
investors to measure the world’s markets. It combines FTSE’s hallmarks of transparent methodology and 
impartial specialised index management to offer enhanced flexibility, precision and coverage in a single 
performance tool.  The series is made up of the FTSE All-World indices, and the FTSE Global Small Cap 
Index Series, a total of over 7,000 companies from 48 countries, providing 98% coverage of the world’s 
market capitalisation.  
 
All companies in the FTSE Global Equity Index Series must pass four screens to be included in the series – 
universe, size, liquidity and free float. The rigour of these tests mean that the series is then completely 
flexible, and can be adapted to meet any mandate requirement – whether its size, style, SRI or complete 
customisation.  
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