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FTSE EPRA/NAREIT to expand indices into Emerging Markets 
 

Stockholm, September 4 – Investors will soon be able to track the performance of 

the world’s emerging real estate markets using the leading global real estate 

benchmark, the FTSE EPRA/NAREIT Global Real Estate Index Series, which is set 

to extend its coverage with new indices encompassing listed property stocks from 

these dynamic economies. 

 

“The huge demand for real estate investment in the fast-growing emerging market 

countries has propelled the sector onto the radar screen of investors as one of the more 

interesting investment asset classes of the future. With the planned launch of the 

FTSE EPRA/NAREIT Emerging Markets Index Series, those investors will soon have 

the tools to accurately track the development of these markets for the first time,” 

Mark Makepeace, Chief Executive of the FTSE Group commented. 

 

He was speaking at the European Public Real Estate Association’s (EPRA) 2008 

annual conference in Stockholm. 

 

Economic growth and population size are the two main driving forces for real estate 

markets. With 80% of the world’s inhabitants living in developing countries, listed 

real estate companies in these areas have attracted strong interest from the investment 

community, providing the impetus for the creation of the Emerging Markets Index 

Series. The new indices will expand the existing FTSE EPRA/NAREIT Global Real 

Estate Index Series. 

 

“We believe that REITs and other listed real estate will take-off in emerging markets 

as they have in most of the major developed countries, because of the overwhelming 

economic and financial benefits of their structures,” EPRA Chief Executive Philip 

Charls said. 

 

The methodology for the Emerging Markets indices has been developed by FTSE, in 

conjunction with EPRA and NAREIT. Similar to the existing Developed Market real 

estate indices, criteria for inclusion in the Emerging Markets Index Series will include 

minimum free float market capitalisation, liquidity and EBITDA contribution from 

relevant real estate activities. Constituents must also publish an audited annual report 

in English.   

 

“The Emerging Markets Index Series is an important step in our ongoing effort to 

provide investors with access to the entire opportunity set of global real estate 

investment using the efficiency of publicly traded real estate securities,” said Steven 



A. Wechsler, President and CEO of NAREIT, the National Association of Real Estate 

Investment Trusts. 

 

 

Note to Editors: 

 

About EPRA 

 

The European Public Real Estate Association - is the voice of the publicly traded 

European real estate sector. With more than 200 active members, EPRA represents 

over EUR 300 billion of real estate assets and 85% of the market capitalisation of the 

FTSE EPRA/NAREIT Europe Index. Through the provision of better information to 

investors, improvement of the general operating environment, encouragement of best 

practices and the cohesion and strengthening of the industry, EPRA works to 

encourage greater investment in listed real estate companies in Europe. 

 

About NAREIT 

 

NAREIT, the National Association of Real Estate Investment Trusts, is the worldwide 

representative voice for REITs and publicly traded real estate companies with an 

interest in U.S. real estate and capital markets. NAREIT’s members are REITs and 

other businesses throughout the world that own, operate and finance income-

producing real estate, as well as those firms and individuals who advise, study and 

service those businesses 

 

About FTSE Group 
 

FTSE Group (FTSE) is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. 

With offices in Beijing, London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Boston, Shanghai, Madrid, 

Paris, New York, San Francisco, Sydney and Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 

77 countries worldwide. It calculates and manages the FTSE Global Equity Index 

series, which includes world-recognised indexes ranging from the FTSE All-World 

Index to the FTSE4Good series and the FTSEurofirst Index series, as well as indices 

such as the prestigious FTSE 100 Index. 

 

The company collaborates with a variety of organisations to deliver a wide range of 

solutions globally. Arrangements exist with the ATHEX, Cyprus, NYSE Euronext, 

Johannesburg, London, Madrid, Malaysia, NASDAQ, Singapore, Taiwan and 

Thailand exchanges, as well as companies or associations which include EPRA, 

NAREIT, Research Affiliates, Global Wealth Association, Singapore Press Holdings, 

Yasaar, APCIMS, and Xinhua Finance of China. FTSE also has a collaborative 

agreement with Dow Jones Indexes and has developed a single sector classification 

system for global investors, Industry Classification Benchmark (ICB). 

 

FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, 

performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide 

range of index tracking funds. Independent committees of senior fund managers, 

derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced practitioners review and approve 

all changes to the indexes to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias. 

For more information, visit www.ftse.com. 

www.ftse.com


 

For further information please contact: 

 

Steve Hays, Bellier Financial: +31 (0)20 419 0901 

Email: steve.hays@bellierfinancial.com 

 

Fraser Hughes, Research Director, EPRA: +31 (0)20 405 3830 

Email: f.hughes@epra.com 

 

Arnaud Humblot, FTSE Group: + 44 207 866 1821 

Email: media@ftse.com 

 

Matt Bechard, Senior Director of Communications, NAREIT: +1 202 739 9448 

Email: mbechard@nareit.com 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 


