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FTSE announces Unilever as winner of first FTSE4Good Award 
in memory of Sir Mervyn Pedelty 

 
 

  

London, 10 December 2012: FTSE Group (“FTSE”), a leading global index provider and 

pioneer in responsible investment, has launched the Sir Mervyn Pedelty Award to recognise 

companies which have made the most significant improvements to the sustainability of their 

businesses  in recent years. The inaugural winner is Unilever, with Go-Ahead, Intel and 

Diageo highly commended.  

 

FTSE created the award in memory of the late Sir Mervyn Pedelty, former Chief Executive of 

the Co-operative Bank, and former Chair of the FTSE4Good Policy Committee.  Mark 

Makepeace, Chief Executive of FTSE, said:”We wanted to acknowledge the leadership 

position of those companies that do more to promote higher social, environmental and 

governance standards, and encourage others to work towards achieving higher FTSE4Good 

ESG Ratings. Sir Mervyn was passionate about advancing corporate sustainability.  We are 

very proud of his involvement in the FTSE4Good Index Series and we felt this award was a 

fitting tribute to him.” 

  

This year’s winner, Unilever, was chosen from a short list of eight that scored very highly 

relative to their sector, and which have improved their ratings significantly over the past 

three years.  Companies were judged partly on their FTSE4Good ESG ratings, as well as on 

the quality of their sustainability strategy and the delivery against that strategy over recent 

years, together with quantified evidence of their achievements.   

 

Mark Makepeace presented the award to Jean-Marc Huet, Unilever’s Chief Financial 

Officer, at the London Stock Exchange today.  Jean-Marc, said: “We are delighted to have 

been chosen as the inaugural winner of the Sir Mervyn FTSE4Good Award.  The Unilever 

Sustainable Living Plan is at the heart of our new business model for sustainable, 

equitable growth and, excitingly, is inspiring people inside and outside the company. 

We’re 18 months into the Plan and we’ve already achieved much, but it will all be for 

nought if we can’t persuade others – consumers, NGOs, governments, businesses – to 

each take small actions individually to make a big difference collectively and to work in 

partnership to help solve some of the big issues the planet faces.”  



 

 

The awarding committee comprised members of the FTSE4Good Policy Committee together 

Jill Pedelty, representing her late husband Sir Mervyn Pedelty.  The committee agreed 

unanimously that Unilever was the overall winner, commenting that:  “The company has set 

a long term sustainability vision for what it wants to achieve by 2020, underpinned by over 

60 detailed targets, as well as senior management objectives and incentives. It is making 

strong progress against the 60 targets and is open about where there are challenges and 

how they intend to address them.”  

 

All the shortlisted companies demonstrated strong environmental performance and had 

serious approaches to social responsibility and governance.  The overall winner, Unilever, 

and the three highly commended companies, Diageo, Go-Ahead and Intel, set themselves 

apart through a clear demonstration of integrating environmental and social performance 

into corporate strategy, setting ambitious goals and measuring their progress against them.  

 

-Ends- 
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If you are not a member of the press, please contact your local Client Services team 

 
 
Notes to Editors 

 
The FTSE4Good ESG Ratings have been designed to measure the ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) 
risk and performance of companies worldwide.  Ratings across six ESG themes – environmental management, 
climate change, human and labour rights, supply chain labour standards, countering bribery and corporate 
governance -  track over 2,400 public companies, making FTSE4Good ESG Ratings a valuable tool for investors 
who wish to incorporate ESG factors into their investment decision making processes, or as a framework for 

corporate engagement and stewardship.  

 

 
ABOUT FTSE GROUP 
 
FTSE Group (FTSE) is a world leader in the provision of global index and analytical solutions. FTSE calculates 
indices across a wide range of asset classes, on both a standard and custom basis. FTSE indices are used 
extensively by investors worldwide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, portfolio 

mailto:media@ftse.com
mailto:media@ftse.com
mailto:jill.mathers@ftse.com
mailto:media@ftse.com
mailto:media@ftse.com
http://www.ftse.com/Contact_Us/index.jsp


 

 

hedging and the creation of index derivatives, funds, Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), and other structured 
products. 

 
FTSE has built an enviable reputation for the reliability and accuracy of our indices and related data services. 
FTSE has a long tradition of listening and responding to the market so that it is at the forefront of developing 
new approaches to index design, many of which are now accepted as the market standard. FTSE prides itself in 
continuing to invest significant resources in researching and developing new index solutions. 
 
The foundation for FTSE’s global, regional, country and sector indices is the FTSE global equity universe, which 
covers over 7,400 securities in 47 different countries and captures 98% of the world’s investable market 
capitalization. FTSE’s flagship global benchmark, the FTSE All-World Index, is used by investors worldwide to 
structure and benchmark their international equity portfolios.  
 
Exchanges around the world have chosen FTSE to calculate their domestic indices. These include ATHEX, Bolsas 
y MercadosEspañoles, BorsaItaliana, Bursa Malaysia, Casablanca SE, Cyprus Stock Exchange, IDX, JSE, LSE, 
NASDAQ Dubai, NYSE Euronext, PSE, SGX, Stock Exchange of Thailand and TWSE. In addition, FTSE works with 
a variety of companies and associations to deliver innovative index solutions which provide the market with fresh 
opportunities.  
 
FTSE is an independent company owned by London Stock Exchange Group.  
 

For more information visit www.ftse.com 
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