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FTSE 250 Index now accessible via iShares ETF 
 

London, 26 March, 2004:  The FTSE 250 index, which has significantly outperformed 

the FTSE 100 over the last two years, has been selected as the basis of a new Exchange 

Traded Fund (ETF), created by Barclays Global Investors (BGI).  Beginning Monday 29 

March, the iShares FTSE 250, will trade on the London Stock Exchange. This is the first 

ETF to use the FTSE 250, and is available to both institutional and retail investors.  

 

It is an ideal index to form the basis of an ETF and offers investors a means to access 

the investment opportunities and diversification of the UK’s mid cap companies.  

 

The FTSE 250 index is the UK’s mid cap index, containing the next 250 companies by 

market capitalisation, after the blue-chip FTSE 100 companies. The FTSE 250 represents 

14% of the FTSE All-Share’s market capitalisation and often shows different 

performance characteristics to the FTSE 100, including recent out-performance. 

 

Peter de Graaf, Managing Director FTSE Europe said, “The ETF market is an important 

area for FTSE – our indices are already used as the basis of several iShare ETFs and we 

are delighted that the FTSE 250 joins that group today.” 

 

More information about the FTSE 250 index, including performance statistics and sector 

breakdown can be accessed at www.ftse.com. 

 

For more information please contact:  

Nicky Gardner, FTSE Group London 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7448 1821  

Email: media@ftse.com 
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About FTSE  
 
FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indices. With offices in London, Frankfurt, 
Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco and Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 77 countries 
worldwide.  It calculates and manages the FTSE Global Equity Index series, which includes world-recognised 
indices ranging from the FTSE All-World Index, the FTSE4Good series and the recently launched Global 
Small Cap Index Series, as well as domestic indices such as the prestigious FTSE 100. The company has 
collaborative arrangements with the AMEX, Athens, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg, London, Luxembourg, 
and Madrid exchanges, as well as with Nikkei of Japan (Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc), and Xinhua Financial 
Network of China. FTSE recently signed an agreement with Dow Jones Indexes to develop a single 
classification system for global investors, named the Industry Classification benchmark (ICB). 

 
FTSE indices are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance 
measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. 
Independent committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced 

practitioners review all changes to the indices to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias.  
Real-time FTSE indices are calculated on systems managed by Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are 
supplied by Reuters.  More details available at www.ftse.com. 
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