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Press Release 

 
DIFX selects FTSE Group as index partner 

 
 

Dubai, 27th  February, 2006 
 

 

FTSE Group (FTSE), the award winning global index provider and Dubai 

International Financial Exchange (DIFX) have signed an agreement to develop a 

range of conventional and Shariah compliant equity indices. These indices are 

intended to become chosen benchmarks for the performance of all significant 

Middle Eastern markets including the DIFX and specific markets of interest to 

DIFX participants.  

 

FTSE and the DIFX will work together to create a family of indices suitable for the 

creation of financial products, such as index funds, warrants, certificates and 

Exchange Traded Funds. The indices will facilitate the creation of exchange 

traded index derivatives that will list and trade on the DIFX.  

 

FTSE is a natural index partner for the DIFX, as it has a long-standing and 

proven track record of working with exchanges in developed and emerging 

markets around the world.  

 

Donald Keith, Deputy Chief Executive, FTSE Group, said, “FTSE is honoured to 

bring its international indexing expertise to this exciting new market.  Our 

experience across Europe and Asia, including developing indices in accordance 

with Islamic investment principles, provides the basis from which we can create 

an index family to capture the specific requirements of DIFX’s new market”. 

 

Nasser Al Sha’ali, Chief Operating Officer of the DIFX said, “FTSE indices are 

recognised and respected by issuers and investors worldwide. We believe that 
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FTSE will help to create a respected and viable family of indices, appropriate to 

be widely traded on our market.”  

 

- Ends - 

 
Notes to Editors 
 
About DIFX 
 
The DIFX aims to become the main exchange in its region for equities, bonds, Islamic products, 
funds, index products and derivatives. The target areas of the DIFX for seeking issuers include 
the whole of the Middle East and North Africa, as well as South Africa, Turkey and the Indian sub-
continent. 
 
The regulator for the DIFX is the Dubai Financial Services Authority. The DIFX is located in the 
Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) and its owner is the DIFC Authority. 
 
About FTSE Group 
 
FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indexes. With offices in Beijing, 
London, Frankfurt, Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco, Boston, Shanghai and 
Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 77 countries worldwide.  It calculates and manages the 
FTSE Global Equity Index Series, which includes world-recognized indexes ranging from the 
FTSE All-World Index, the FTSE4Good series and the FTSEurofirst Index series, as well as 
domestic indexes such as the prestigious FTSE 100. The company has collaborative 
arrangements with the Athens, AMEX, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg London, Madrid, 
NASDAQ and Taiwan exchanges, as well as Nomura Securities, Hang Seng and Xinhua Finance 
of China. FTSE also has a collaborative agreement with Dow Jones Indexes to develop a single 
sector classification system for global investors. 

 
FTSE indexes are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance 
measurement, asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking 
funds. Independent committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other 
experienced practitioners review all changes to the indexes to ensure that they are made 
objectively and without bias.  Real-time FTSE indexes are calculated on systems managed by 
Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are supplied by Reuters.   

 
For further information:   

Sandra Steel/Jo Mayall, FTSE Group, Tel +44 20 7866 1821 media@ftse.com  

Tim Nicholls, FTSE Group, Tel +852 2230 5801  media@ftse.com 

Lynne Sims, FTSE Group, Tel +1 212 641 6168 media@ftse.com 

More information about FTSE and its indices is available at www.ftse.com 

 

Tim Harrison/Lavina Chatterjee, ASDA’A Financial, Edelman affiliate in Middle East and North 

Africa, Dubai, UAE, Tel +971 4 334 4550 mailto:t.harrison@asdaa.com l.chatterjee@asdaa.com 

 

Mark Fisher, Head of Corporate Communications, DIFX, Tel +971 4 361 2220 

mark.fisher@difx.ae 
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