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CLSA selects FTSE Group to take over China indexes   
 
 
Hong Kong & London, 25 January 2005: FTSE Group (FTSE), the global index provider, 

and CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets, Asia’s No.1 ranked equity brokerage house, have today 

signed an agreement to work on a redesign of the CLSA China World Index and the CLSA 

Greater China Index.  CLSA wishes to cease the ongoing calculation of these indices, in 

order to focus on its core role of market analysis, whilst ensuring that a high level of index 

support and service continues to be available to its clients. It has selected FTSE to take over 

this important service.  

 

Commencing immediately, FTSE will begin a review of both indices. It will work with CLSA 

to undertake a consultation programme with CLSA clients to ascertain the specific 

requirements of these index users. With this information, FTSE will then be able to offer 

enhanced China indexes, either as part of the FTSE/Xinhua Indexes Series or the FTSE 

Global Equity Index Series, which provide the best possible solution to suit the needs of 

these market users.  

 

CLSA first calculated its China indices in 1995 to fill a gap in the early days of foreign 

investment in China listed companies. Long recognised as Asia’s most independent research 

brokerage house, CLSA understands the importance of independence throughout the 

investment process. FTSE’s sole business activity is the creation and calculation of market 

indices and so is uniquely able to offer market independence in its indexing products. 

Coupled with its successful joint venture company, FTSE Xinhua Index Ltd (FXI) which is 

now firmly established as the leading index provider for the China market, FTSE is the ideal 

choice to provide China indexes to CLSA clients.  

 

CLSA Chief Executive Officer Rob Morrison, said, “CLSA first developed its China index series 

to fill what was then a gap in the early days of foreign investment in listed China 

investments.  CLSA understands the importance of independence throughout the investment 

process and the time has now come to pass these indices off to a group who can provide 



 

the ultimate in independent and professional index management - FTSE.  This will allow 

CLSA to focus on its role of analysis while working with FTSE to make sure that clients have 

the best in index support and service.”   

 

Paul Hoff, Managing Director of FTSE Asia Pacific said, “FTSE seeks to work with leading 

financial institutions in the world’s markets, and we are delighted to be associated with 

CLSA to bring transparent and objective indexes for China to its clients.”  

 

- ends - 

For more information please contact: 

CLSA  

Grace Hung, CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets, Tel: 852 2600 8318 Email: grace.hung@clsa.com 

 

FTSE Group 

Sandra Steel, FTSE Group Tel: +44 (0)20 7448 1821, email: media@ftse.com  

Carol Chung, FTSE Asia Pacific, Tel: 852 2230 5801 email: carol.chung@ftse.com  

 

Notes to Editors 

 
About FTSE Group 
 
FTSE Group is a world-leader in the creation and management of indices. With offices in London, Frankfurt, 
Hong Kong, Madrid, Paris, New York, San Francisco and Tokyo, FTSE Group services clients in 77 countries 
worldwide.  It calculates and manages the FTSE Global Equity Index series, which includes world-recognised 
indices ranging from the FTSE All-World Index, the FTSE4Good series and the recently launched Global Small 
Cap Index Series, as well as domestic indices such as the prestigious FTSE 100. The company has collaborative 
arrangements with the AMEX, Athens, Cyprus, Euronext, Johannesburg, London, Luxembourg, and Madrid 
exchanges, as well as with Nikkei of Japan (Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc), and Xinhua Financial Network of China. 
FTSE recently signed an agreement with Dow Jones Indexes to develop a single classification system for global 
investors, named the Industry Classification benchmark (ICB). 

 
FTSE indices are used extensively by investors world-wide for investment analysis, performance measurement, 
asset allocation, portfolio hedging and for creating a wide range of index tracking funds. Independent 
committees of senior fund managers, derivatives experts, actuaries and other experienced practitioners review 
all changes to the indices to ensure that they are made objectively and without bias.  Real-time FTSE indices are 
calculated on systems managed by Reuters. Prices and FX rates used are supplied by Reuters.   
 

About CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets 
CLSA is an award-winning brokerage, investment banking and private equity group in the Asia-Pacific 

Markets. Founded in 1986 and headquartered in Hong Kong, CLSA is a unit of France's Credit 
Agricole, which merged in 2003 with Credit Lyonnais, to form the 4th largest bank in the world by 

assets and the 2nd largest bank in the world by Tier One capital. CLSA enjoys substantial staff 

ownership which contributes to its independent stance and operations. 

CLSA has over 750 dedicated professionals spread across all Asian and international financial centres. 
Recognised as one of the top research, sales and execution houses in Asia, CLSA is known for its 

innovative and independent research. In 2003, CLSA expanded its brand to Japan, offering Japanese 

equity research and sales services to international investors.  

CLSA has been voted the No.1 Brokerage House for Research and Sales and Most Independent 
Research Brokerage by Asiamoney’s Brokers Poll 2004. CLSA was also named Best Small-cap Equity 

House and Best Equity Research House by FinanceAsia 2004.  
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CLSA’s businesses include a series of successful joint ventures including China Euro Securities 
Limited, the first joint venture to be granted a domestic investment banking licence in China since its 

entrance into the WTO.  

CLSA has had a longstanding commitment to China and has been active with an active 

presence there since 1990 and in 2002, setup China Euro Securities Limited, the first joint venture to 
be granted a domestic investment banking licence in China since its entrance into WTO. CLSA's China 

research team is consistently ranked for their in-depth coverage of over 68 companies. CLSA has 

completed over 140 China-related equity capital market fund raisings in the international capital 
markets. 

 

 

 

 

  


