
 

 
 

 
 

New FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index Series 
 
 
 Launched in partnership with Bank of China (Hong Kong) and FTSE Group 

 
 Combines Bank of China (Hong Kong)’s unique positioning in offshore RMB 

business and FTSE’s global innovative expertise in index benchmarks 
 
 Allows investors to easily benchmark and provides access to markets in offshore 

RMB-linked fixed income products   
 
 

Hong Kong, 22 October 2013: Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited (“BOCHK”) and FTSE 

Group (“FTSE”) today announced the official launch of the new FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB 

Bond Index Series.   

 

The Index Series will measure the performance of RMB-denominated bonds issued and settled 

outside the Mainland of China. The Index Series is designed, calculated and managed by FTSE, 

with BOCHK Asset Management Limited acting as an advisor, to offer global investors 

transparent benchmarks.   

 

The FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index Series includes a benchmark index, with a number 

of sub categories, which will allow market participants to group the market by type of issuer, 

outstanding maturity and credit rating. The FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index Series 

offers a unique benchmark to meet the increasing global demand for RMB-linked fixed income 

products, such as exchange-traded funds (ETFs). 

 

Mr Mark Makepeace, Chief Executive, FTSE Group, said, “The FTSE-BOCHK partnership 

strongly positions us in the growing offshore RMB business. FTSE is a leading provider of 

China-linked indices and we have also been proactively increasing our range of fixed income 

index solutions. We are delighted to be working with BOCHK to create benchmark indices to 

support market demand for RMB-linked fixed income products. ” 

 

Dr Au King Lun, Chief Executive Officer of BOCHK Asset Management Limited, said, 

“We are honoured to be the advisor of this milestone cooperation. According to the Bank for 

International Settlements’ latest report, the trading of RMB has more than tripled over the past 

three years, to US$120 billion a day in 2013. It now ranks the ninth most traded international 

currency. With the increasing significance of RMB, we will see further development of RMB 

business globally. RMB is fast becoming a major currency not just for trading, but also for 

investment. The demands for RMB fixed income products as wealth preservation and portfolio 

diversification tools are expected to grow rapidly. This is evidenced by the more than 8-fold 

increase in the market capitalisation of the offshore RMB bonds market in Hong Kong since 

December 2010.  In this regard, the launch of our Index Series will further facilitate the 



transaction and circulation of RMB bonds, as well as the steady development of the RMB bonds 

market globally.” 

 

The FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index Series will be reviewed on a monthly basis 

according to readily available ground rules.  

 

The FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index Series is the latest in the range of fixed income 

index solutions provided under FTSE TMX Global Debt Capital Markets, a joint venture between 

FTSE and TMX Group’s information services division, TMX Datalinx. 

 

– Ends – 
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Notes to Editors 
“FTSE” is a trademark owned by FTSE International Limited and “TMX” is a trademark owned by TSX Inc. 
(a subsidiary of TMX Group). Used under licence. 
 
FTSE TMX Global Debt Capital Markets builds on the combined strengths of FTSE Group, a leading 
provider of fixed income indices in the UK with TMX Datalinx’s fixed income business PC-Bond, the 
leading provider of fixed income indices in Canada. FTSE owns a 75 per cent majority stake in the joint 
venture, with TMX Group holding a 25 per cent stake. FTSE TMX Global Debt Capital Markets is the third 
largest fixed income index provider globally with over $1 trillion in fixed income assets linked to its 
benchmark indices. 
 
About the FTSE Group 
FTSE is a global leader in indexing and analytical solutions. FTSE calculates thousands of unique indices 
that measure and benchmark markets and asset classes in more than 80 countries around the world. 
FTSE indices are used extensively by market participants worldwide for investment analysis, 
performance measurement, asset allocation and portfolio hedging. Many leading pension funds, asset 
managers, ETF providers and investment banks work with FTSE to benchmark their investment 
performance and use FTSE’s indices to create world-class ETFs, index tracking funds, structured 
products and index derivatives. FTSE also provides many exchanges around the world with their 
domestic indices.  
 
A core set of universal principles guides FTSE’s index design and management: FTSE’s transparent 
rules-based methodology is overseen by independent committees of leading market participants, 
focused on applying the highest industry standards in index design and governance. The foundation of 
FTSE’s global, regional, country and sector indices is the FTSE Global Equity Index Series, which 
includes the flagship FTSE All-World Index.  
 
FTSE is well known for index innovation and customer partnerships as it seeks to continually enhance 
the breadth, depth and reach of its offering.   
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FTSE is wholly owned by London Stock Exchange Group. 
  
About Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited 
Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited (“BOCHK”), established on 1 October 2001, is a leading listed 
commercial banking group in Hong Kong. With over 260 branches, more than 580 ATMs and other 
distribution channels in Hong Kong, BOCHK and its subsidiaries offer a comprehensive range of financial 
products and services to individual and corporate customers. BOCHK is one of the three note issuing 
banks in Hong Kong. In addition, the BOCHK Group (comprising BOCHK, Nanyang Commercial Bank and 
Chiyu Banking Corporation) and its subsidiaries have 40 branches and sub-branches in the Mainland of 
China to provide cross-border banking services to customers in Hong Kong and the Mainland. BOCHK is 
appointed by the People’s Bank of China as the Clearing Bank for Renminbi business in Hong Kong. On 
13 July 2010, BOCHK was authorised as the Clearing Bank of RMB banknotes business for the Taiwan 
region. 
 
BOC Hong Kong (Holdings) Limited, BOCHK’s holding company, began trading on the main board of the 
Stock Exchange of Hong Kong on 25 July 2002, with stock code “2388”, ADR OTC Symbol “BHKLY”. 
 
About BOCHK Asset Management Limited 
BOCHK Asset Management Limited, established in 2010 as a wholly owned subsidiary of BOC Hong Kong 
(Holdings) Limited, provides core investment solutions to the BOCHK Group. 
 
It endeavours to offer individual and institutional investors with comprehensive investment solutions and 
multi-manager products that suit the clients’ risk tolerance and returns requirements. In addition, it 
manages investment funds and discretionary investment portfolios for clients to help increase their 
potential returns. 


