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Bank of China (Hong Kong) and FTSE Group jointly announce 

partnership to develop a new Offshore RMB Bond Index Series 

 

   Combines BOCHK’s unique competitive position in the offshore RMB business 

with FTSE’s global brand and leading index expertise 

   Partnership meets increasing international demand for access to RMB fixed 

income products 

 

Hong Kong: Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited (“BOCHK”) and FTSE Group (“FTSE”) 

today announced a partnership to develop a new “FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index 

Series” (the “New Indices”). This landmark partnership brings together BOCHK’s unique 

competitive position in the offshore RMB business as well as FTSE’s leading indexing 

expertise and global network, to provide the market with an industry standard benchmark. The 

New Indices will help global investors to better capture the opportunities in the offshore RMB 

fixed income as an investable asset class.  

 

Under the partnership, BOCHK Asset Management Limited (“BOCHK AM”) is the adviser of 

this new “FTSE-BOCHK Offshore RMB Bond Index Series”. FTSE will offer calculation and 

management services with respect to the existing Offshore RMB Bond Indices provided by 

BOCHK. This will provide a solid foundation for the development and issuance of the New 

Indices.  FTSE will conduct the licensing procedures of the New Indices globally upon 

completion of the transition details. 

 

BOCHK and FTSE hosted a partnership launch ceremony at the Bank of China Tower today. 

Officiating guests included Mr Mark Makepeace, Chief Executive, FTSE Group; Mr He 

Guangbei, Vice Chairman and Chief Executive, BOCHK; Ms Julia Leung, Under Secretary 

for Financial Services and the Treasury, HKSAR Government; Mr Carlson Tong, Chairman, 

Securities and Futures Commission; Mr Peter Pang, Deputy Chief Executive, Hong Kong 

Monetary Authority; Mr David Wong, Deputy Chief Executive, BOCHK; and Dr Au King 

Lun, Chief Executive Officer, BOCHK AM. 

 

Mr Mark Makepeace, Chief Executive, FTSE Group, said “We are delighted to be working 

with Bank of China (Hong Kong) to develop the offshore RMB bond indices offering. There 

is increasing demand for access to RMB fixed income products and FTSE’s global brand, 

combined with BOCHK’s track record in RMB indices, will enable us to accelerate the 

development of a global investor offering in this area.  

 

“FTSE has been proactively expanding its global fixed income operations, most recently 

through a new joint venture with TMX Datalinx. The fixed income market represents a 

significant growth opportunity for FTSE and we will continue to work with our partners to 

provide innovative index solutions to global investors.”  

 



Mr David Wong, Deputy Chief Executive of BOCHK, said, “BOCHK takes great pleasure in 

joining hands with FTSE Group to develop a new offshore RMB bond index series. Given the 

increasing significance of RMB in the world economy, we see growing demand for RMB 

fixed income products. In this regard, the introduction of the New Indices will offer those 

investors with an array of quality benchmarks. It will also help facilitate the development of 

offshore RMB bond markets worldwide.” 

 

Dr Au King Lun, Chief Executive Officer of BOCHK AM, said, “BOCHK AM is honoured to 

be the adviser of this milestone cooperation. By providing our source of offshore RMB fixed 

income data, we believe that the New Indices will help global investors better gauge the 

performance of the offshore RMB bonds and benefit from the rapid growth of this market.” 

 

As a pioneer in RMB business, BOCHK enjoys distinctive advantages in RMB services with 

its product innovation, extensive service network, efficient settlement channel and 

professional teams. Capitalising on its strong franchise, BOCHK is well positioned to offer 

comprehensive and competitive RMB solutions to meet the global needs of customers. 

 

FTSE, a leading provider of global indices, has been proactively expanding its fixed income 

solutions for investors and recently announced the launch of FTSE TMX Debt Capital 

Markets, a new joint venture with TMX Datalinx, which has created the third largest 

exchange traded fixed income fund index provider globally. Together these indices are used as 

benchmarks for more than C$1 trillion in fixed income assets.  

 

– End – 

 
About the FTSE Group 

FTSE Group (FTSE) is a world-leader in the provision of global index and analytical solutions. FTSE calculates 

indices across a wide range of asset classes, on both a standard and custom basis. FTSE indices are used 

extensively by investors worldwide for investment analysis, performance measurement, asset allocation, 

portfolio hedging and the creation of a wide range of index derivatives, funds, Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), 

and other structured products. 

 

FTSE has built an enviable reputation for the reliability and accuracy of our indices and related data services. 

FTSE has a long tradition of listening and responding to the market so that it is at the forefront of developing 

new approaches to index design, many of which are now accepted as the market standard. FTSE prides itself in 

continuing to invest significant resource in researching and developing new index solutions. 

 

The foundation for FTSE’s global, regional, country and sector indices is the FTSE global equity universe, 

which covers over 7,400 securities in 47 different countries and captures 98% of the world’s investable market 

capitalisation. FTSE’s flagship global benchmark, the FTSE All-World, is used by investors worldwide to 

structure and benchmark their international equity portfolios.  

 

Exchanges around the world have chosen FTSE to calculate their domestic indices. These include ATHEX, 

Borsa Italiana, Bursa Malaysia, Casablanca Stock Exchange, Cyprus Stock Exchange, JSE, LSE, Nairobi 

Securities Exchange, NASDAQ Dubai, SGX, Stock Exchange of Thailand and TWSE.  In addition, FTSE 

works with a variety of companies and associations to deliver innovative index solutions which provide the 

market with fresh opportunities.  
 

FTSE is an independent company owned by London Stock Exchange Group.  

 



About Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited 

Bank of China (Hong Kong) Limited (“BOCHK”), established on 1 October 2001, is a leading listed commercial 

banking group in Hong Kong. With over 260 branches, more than 580 ATMs and other distribution channels in 

Hong Kong, BOCHK and its subsidiaries offer a comprehensive range of financial products and services to 

personal and corporate customers. BOCHK is one of the three note issuing banks in Hong Kong. In addition, the 

BOCHK Group (comprising BOCHK, Nanyang Commercial Bank and Chiyu Banking Corporation) and its 

subsidiaries have 38 branches and sub-branches in the Mainland of China to provide cross-border banking 

services to customers in Hong Kong and the Mainland. BOCHK is appointed by the People’s Bank of China as 

the Clearing Bank for Renminbi business in Hong Kong. On 13 July 2010, BOCHK was authorised as the 

Clearing Bank of RMB banknotes business for the Taiwan region. 

 

BOC Hong Kong (Holdings) Limited, BOCHK’s holding company, began trading on the main board of the 

Stock Exchange of Hong Kong on 25 July 2002, with stock code “2388”, ADR OTC Symbol “BHKLY”. 

 
About BOCHK Asset Management Limited 

BOCHK Asset Management Limited, established in 2010 as a wholly owned subsidiary of BOC Hong Kong 

(Holdings) Limited, provides core investment solutions to the BOCHK Group. 

 

It endeavours to offer individual and institutional investors with comprehensive investment solutions and 

multi-manager products that suit the clients’ risk tolerance and returns requirements. In addition, it manages 

investment funds and discretionary investment portfolios for clients to help increase their potential returns. 
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